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CONFIDENTIAL PORT AU PRINCE 2065 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EINV, EMIN, HA 

SUBJECT: GOH SECRETARY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY OPTIMISTIC ON 
COPPER AND BAUXITE NEGOTIATIONS WITH US FIRMS 

REF: PAUP 1812, PAUP 1868 

1. COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY MINISTER FOURCAND TOLD ME OCTOBER 18 
THAT INTENSIVE DISCUSSIONS HAD JUST BEEN COMPLETED SATISFACTORILY 
WITH KENNECOTT COPPER REPRESENTATIVES HEADED BY CHARLES DAHL ON 
NEW AGREEMENT TO EXPLOIT FORMER HAICANA CONCESSION. FOURCAND 
COMMENDED STRAIGHTFORWARD AND CONSTRUCTIVE ATTITUDE DISPLAYED 
BY DAHL. FOURCAND SAID GOH HAD AGREED TO 50/50 PARTIICIPATION 
ARRANGEMENT WHICH HE FELT WOULD PROVIDE HAITI FOR FIRST TIME 

IN SUCH A CONTRACT WITH A SATISFACTORY LEVEL OF INCOME FROM 
ITS NATIONAL PATRIMONY. 

2. IN RESPONSE TO MY QUESTION ABOUT FRENCH COMPETITION FOR 
RIGHTS TO SAME CONCESSION, FOURCAND SAID WITH A SMILE THAT 
PENNAROYA HAD BEEN FIRING OFF AGITATED TELEGRAMS FROM PARIS; HE 
IMPLIED GOH DECISION TO DEAL WITH KENNECOTT WAS TOO FIRM TO BE 
SHAKEN. 
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3. COMMENT: IN CONTRAST WITH THEIR PREVIOUS VISITS, KENNECOTT 
REPS HAVE GIVEN EMBASSY A WIDE BERTH. FOURCAND'S POSITIVE 
EVALUATION OF KENNECOTT NEGOTIATING APPROACH, INTERESTINGLY 
ENOUGH, LED HIM TO EXPRESS OPTIMISM ALSO ON THE MORE CONTENTIOUS 
REYNOLDS BAUXITE NEGOTIATIONS, DUE TO RESUME MID-NOVEMBER, AND 
HE FORECAST THAT PRESIDENT WOULD BE ABLE, TOWARD END OF YEAR, 

TO ANNOUNCE AGREEMENTS WITH BOTH COMPANIES THAT WOULD BE FAVORABLE 
TO HAITI AND SATISFACTORY TO COMPANIES AS WELL. 

ISHAM 
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